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How a bill becomes a law (briefly)

Idea
Introduced by 

Senate and 
Assembly sponsors

Assigned to Senate 
and Assembly 
Committees

In Committee-
Discussed and 

possibly amended

Senate and 
Assembly must both 
put the bill onto the 

floor for a vote

If both bills pass, 
goes to Governor







Our Efforts



Resources-NYSABA website
• Local lobbying information
• Draft letters
• Information about the impact by constituent group
• Action alerts
• Legislative blog with recent activity
• Video models of phone calls to legislators
• Video series, “This is ABA.”
• Sample of research publications from different areas of interest in ABA
• Task analysis and self-management plan for lobbying



Local Lobbying

Dear Senator LaValle: 

I live in your district and 
am writing to express my 
deep concern for my 
profession and the limitations 
placed on me with respect to 
the scope of practice for 
Licensed Behavior Analysts 
in the state of New York. 



Lobbying in Albany



Lobbying in Albany





Mainstream Media 



Assembly Co-
sponsorship

Matthew Titone
Robert Oaks
James Skoufis
Michaelle Solages
Mark Johns
Aileen Gunther
Mary Beth Walsh
Luis Sepulvida
Kevin Burn
Ellen Jaffee

Clifford Crouch
Barbara Lifton
Fred Theile
Melissa Miller
Anthony Brindisi
Thomas Abinati
Karl Brabenec
Andrew Hevesi
Harry Bronson
Kieran Lalor



Senate Co-
sponsorship

John Brooks
Simcha Felder
Patrick Gallivan
Jesse Hamilton
Pamela Helming
Todd Kaminsky
Robert Ortt

Diane Savino
Chris Jacobs
William Larkin
Joseph Robach



Legislative Session 
Outcome



• S4599 and A7632 did not make it out of committee

• Senate was supportive

• Assembly waiting on a 2019 report

June 2018



Barriers We Identified

• Glick and ”The Report”
• Folks are just not upset enough
• Difficult time identifying families and others to speak
• Why??

Making the call/lobbying itself
Exempt settings
Confusion about the exempt settings
Maybe there are other reasons??





How It Impacts YOU

• Behavior analysts
• Agencies
• Students
• Universities
• Consumers
• Family members
• Teachers
• Families of individuals with ASD





Next Steps

• Report from SED
• Introducing new bills
• Garnering co-sponsorship
• Meetings with key legislators
• LOBBYING



Related Issue



Some behavior analysts are still only

• LBA or 
• BCBA 
• Not both









Working with students and universities—to underscore 
the importance of being both licensed and certified. 

Certification because it’s the gold standard
Licensure because it’s mandated-–It’s not optional

• There are still universities that offer training in behavior analysis who 
offer either training for

• LBA or
• BCBA
• Not both

If you are interested in entering into a discussion about this to help 
improve the landscape for universities and students, see me after. 



What you can do this year
• Get to know the law-read and re-read
• Understand the exemptions-help others to do the same
• Work within the system, not around it
• Local lobbying-get everyone you know involved
• Identify families, help them tell their story
• Join the legislative committee
• Make the cause visible on social media
https://www.facebook.com/SpeakUpABA/videos/1770658389
903220/



Subscribe to NYSABA Legislative Committee 
Action Alerts

Text @nysaba
To: 81010

NYSABAlegislative@gmail.com smichelleny@yahoo.com




