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Don’t miss out on anything  

Join NYSABA today! 

 Stay up-to-date on legislative news 

 Connect with other professionals 

 Earn CEUs by attending 

workshops and conferences 

 Be part of a professional 

organization dedicated to the 

promotion of behavior analysis in 

the state of New York 

 Receive bi-annual newsletters 

informing you of upcoming 

NYSABA events 

 Click the button below to become 

a NYSABA member 
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Whew….what a year it has been, and it isn’t over yet! You might ask yourself, “what has NYSABA 

been up to this year?” The answer is, I think, “what haven’t we been up to!” Let’s start with what I 

think interests people most, the legislative work. I won’t share many details here, I will leave that to 

our amazing and dedicated legislative/public policy chair, Kim Shamoun, but needless to say our 

legislative and public policy agenda has been quite full this year. We started the year with trying to 

ensure the effective enactment of the autism insurance reform law and are now ending the year 

(hopefully) with the enactment of a license for behavior analysts. It is clear that behavior analysts 

need to be aware that there could be ramifications to practicing without a license – this is why we 

are fighting for you…for all of us. I hope by the time you are reading this we will all be saying “phew” 

because the governor signed the license into law. If you have not yet heard the great audio rendition 

of “fight for your right to practice” by “behaviorguy” (a pseudonym for a behavior analyst who writes 

a popular blog), unveiled at a Florida Association for Behavior Analysis meeting, you are missing a 

great recording. As the person who posted it on our NYSABA Facebook page said, we are not 

alone! 

Speaking of our FB page, have you joined NYSABA’s group? If not, click here to join. We post a lot 

of important (and sometimes not so important) information there. We are also proud to have more 

than 400 FB group members. Not too shabby. This is important to demonstrate support for our 

field. We are one of the largest states in the country and we are hoping that all behavior analysts, 

BCBAs, BCaBAs, consumers, and families and friends of consumers will continue to support the 

work of NYSABA and our continued advocacy for behavior analysis and behavior analysts in NY. 

Much of the country looks to NY as the forefront of change in many areas; it is not very different in 

our field. We need your support to continue the work to make sure we can continue the important 

work with consumers and to set a great example for other states. 

So how can you help? A couple of mutually beneficial ways include becoming a member and attending 

the NYSABA conference. Our 24th annual conference this year looks to be incredible! The 

conference will be held on November 7th and 8th, with pre-conference workshops in the evening of 

the 6th. We have moved to downtown Saratoga Springs to the Saratoga Hilton due to increased 

attendance. Our conference committee has been very hard at work to make this one of the best 

conferences we’ve ever had. The Conference Committee is headed by Jenny LaBarbera, with 

support from our President-Elect, Frank Cicero, our Membership Chair, Niall Toner, and Shari 

Schatzman. I am so excited to see all of the speakers on tap. There is an incredible group of leaders 

in our field speaking this year. If you haven’t seen the brochure, go to nysaba.org and check it out! 

Also, if you need BACB credits, it is chockfull of them for one low CEU fee. Even better, there are 

some new things this year, including an Ignite session which will highlight some of the work of our 

student researchers in NY. We are very proud of the continued growth in the participation of young 

scientists and practitioners in NYSABA, thanks to the efforts of our Student Committee Chair, 

Rachel Cavalari. If you are attending the conference, please plan on staying at the Hilton and making 

sure they know it is for the NYSABA conference. This will help defray the conference costs for 

NYSABA. 

We have such a dedicated, talented board. All of our board members are volunteers and gladly give a 

great deal of time to ensure NYSABA continues to represent the interests of all behavior analysts 

and consumers in NY. Continued on page 2 
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NYSABA will be doing strategic planning this year at the conference, which we believe is especially 

important given the changing landscape in NY for our profession. WE WANT YOUR INPUT! We 

will be doing this during the poster session on Thursday evening, 11/7/13.  

If you are interested in volunteering or helping in any way in the work of the organization, please 

email info@nysaba.org. We strive to be as geographically inclusive as possible and are proud that 

there are representatives from almost every region of NY on the board.   

In closing…..ask not what NYSABA can do for you... 

Kindest Regards, 

Debbi Napolitano, PhD, BCBA-D 

2013-2014 NYSABA President 
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Legis lat ive Update  

The legislative committee has been busy working with state legislators on revising the regulations for 

the new autism insurance law as well as legislation to license behavior analysts in NY. NYSABA has 

called upon the Association for Professional Behavior Analysts (APBA) to assist us in our efforts to 

revise the regulations of the autism insurance law, promulgated by the NY state Department of 

Financial Services (DFS), as well assisting us on the most-recent draft of the bill to license behavior 

analysts in NY.   

The Legislative Committee, Kevin Quinn (NYSABA’s lobbyist), Autism Speaks, and others have 

worked diligently in the past couple of years to pass legislation to license behavior analysts in NY. In 

2012, the first draft bill was sponsored by Senator John Flanagan and Assemblyman Joseph Morelle. 

This bill did not make it to the voting floor in 2012, but our efforts did not cease. Assemblyman 

Morelle and Senator Charles Fuschillo reintroduced a revised draft bill, which went to vote in July 

2013. The bill passed both houses and is now awaiting delivery at the Governor’s office. NYSABA 

urges its members, behavior analysts, families, organizations, and university programs to contact the 

Governor’s office, letting him know how important this legislation is for proper implementation of 

the new autism insurance law. 

The licensure bill would not have made it this far if it wasn’t for the efforts of our Lobbyist, Kevin 

Quinn, Assemblyman Morelle, and Senator Fuschillo. The roughly 700 behavior analysts in NY owe a 

big thanks to them for all of their efforts to recognize our profession in the state of NY. Please show 

your appreciation of all their hard work by contacting Governor Cuomo now to urge him to sign the 

bill into law...don’t wait until next week! 

In addition to our efforts to license behavior analysts, NYSABA will begin working on increasing the 

resources we offer our members, such as making forms and templates available for providers of ABA 

services. Stay tuned for more information and resources.   

Kim Shamoun, Legislative Chair 

NYSABA Mission Statement 
The New York State Association for Behavior Analysis, Inc., (NYSABA) is the state chapter of the Association for Behavior Analysis International 

(ABAI), an international organization devoted to the study of the experimental analysis of behavior. 

 

NYSABA represents scientists, scholars, and practitioners in psychology, education, and related fields who reside in (and outside of) New York State and 

are interested in the experimental analysis of behavior in all forms. We sponsor local presentations, publish a newsletter and mailing list, and run an 

annual conference. 

 

NYSABA supports quality education for human services in New York State through the applications of ethical, human, and effective principles of 

behavior analysis. 
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 Join us for NYSABA’s 24th Annual Conference  

November 7-8, 2013 

Pre-Conference workshops November 6, 2013 

The Saratoga Hilton in Saratoga Springs, NY 

Don’t Miss This Year’s Keynote Speakers:Don’t Miss This Year’s Keynote Speakers:  

Cathleen Piazza, Ph.D., BCBA-D, Director of the Pediatric Feeding Disorders Program at the 

University of Nebraska Medical Center  

 

Wayne W. Fisher, Ph.D., BCBA-D, Director of the Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders at the 

University of Nebraska Medical Center 

 

NYSABA Student Activ i t ies  Committee Update  

The NYSABA Student Activities Committee has been busy this year! Not only have we connected with students from all areas of NY state, 

we've attempted to expand our contact with potential student members to surrounding states. We have also been working steadily at 

increasing opportunities for NYSABA student members to be more involved in the organization. In May 2013, we sent all NYSABA student 

members a link to an online survey to help provide us with input regarding what they hope to obtain from their membership with our 

organization. Preliminary results will be discussed at NYSABA's Business Meeting at the 24th Annual Conference in Saratoga Springs, but we 

are also hoping to hear more from our student members by offering a paper form of the survey at the conference.  

In June 2013, we welcomed Lauren A. Kryzak, MA, BCBA as the first Student Representative of the Student Activities Committee. In this 

appointed role, Ms. Kryzak provides a unique student member perspective as she works with our committee to shape NYSABA student 

activities throughout the year. As part of our upcoming conference, Ms. Kryzak will assist with the coordination of NYSABA Student 

Ambassadors who have volunteered their time to assist with the conference proceedings. We were thrilled by the student response to the 

NYSABA call for papers and student research competition award application requests, as well as our request for volunteers. At the 

conference in November, we will have 11 student volunteers, 2 student research award recipients, and student presentations too numerous 

to count! We also have a panel discussion planned that directly targets students and early career professionals, with perspectives offered 

from Dr. Wayne Fisher, Dr. Cathleen Piazza, Dr. Dana Reinecke, and Dr. Tricia Moss. Your Student Activities Chairperson, Dr. Cavalari, 

will moderate the discussion with questions posed from those student members who completed the online survey earlier this year, as well 

as those questions raised by attendees at the panel discussion. We look forward to a very productive year and an exciting conference! 

 

Rachel N.S. Cavalari, Student Activities Committee Chair 

 

NYSABA’s Student Activities Committee includes: Rachel N. S. Cavalari, PhD, BCBA-D - Chair; Dana Reinecke, PhD, BCBA-D; Tricia Moss, 

PhD, BCBA-D; Marcie Desrochers, PhD, BCBA-D; and Lauren A. Kryzak, MA, BCBA - Student Representative. 

176 Route 9, Unit #913, Clifton Park, NY 12065  1   info@nysaba.org  1   www.nysaba.org 

Click here to register for the conference, pre-conference workshops, CEUs, and become a member of 

NYSABA!!     

View the full conference schedule here. 

 

http://www.thesaratogahotel.com/
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e7hppj3kfd7961f9&llr=ydn68ghab
http://www.nysaba.org/Downloads/NYSABA_Conference_Brochure_2013.pdf
http://www.nysaba.org/index.htm
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NYSABA membership has increased progressively over the past couple of years and has continued to grow this year. We will have an 

estimated 400+ members for our annual conference in November. Our increase in numbers may be attributed to an increased awareness 

of the effectiveness of ABA, the growing number of BCBAs and BCaBAs in New York, the quality of our regional and annual conferences 

and the tireless work of an experienced board of directors toward the licensure of behavior analysts in New York. Despite the growing 

numbers, there are still many behavior analysts across the state that are not a part of our organization. We need all individuals interested in 

ABA, including all BCBAs and BCaBAs in New York, to join together, network, and show support for our profession. New York has one of 

the largest BCBA registries in the country. The legislature believes in power by numbers so join, support, and reap all the membership 

benefits of belonging to NYSABA. Membership benefits are plentiful and fees are relatively inexpensive. We provide discounts to all our 

members for regional and annual conferences that can offset the membership fee. Networking is a valuable aspect of joining NYSABA and 

attending conferences, where the most prestigious professionals in our field are invited to speak, behavior analysts can showcase their 

talents through posters and presentations, and agencies in the field of ABA actively seek qualified professionals to hire. Our most powerful 

benefit over the last couple of years is our legislative representation. NYSABA has fought tirelessly for behavior analysts in our state 

alongside Assemblyman Joseph Morelle, Senator Charles Fuschillo, NYSABA Counsel Kevin Quinn, and Autism Speaks. Our work is not 

done, however; we need more members to show congress our strength. Please encourage anyone interested in ABA, including BCBAs, 

BCaBAs, consumers, families, students, and other professionals to join, educate and network. 

Niall Toner, Membership Chair  

Consumer Corner : Tinsel  Town  

NYSABA Membership Update  

Sam (10) got braces this week. He ran around the house the morning of his tinsel teeth appointment in 

joyous song that he was getting braces.  He had no idea what the next few hours and 12 months would be 

like no matter what pre-teaching we did. His older sister Sarah (13) got braces a year ago.  He adores his 

sister and wants to be just like her.  The last 48 hours have been a challenge.  His mild to moderate 

discomfort has been a major antecedent for increased verbal outbursts, refusal to eat, and general edgy 

mood.  Sam’s diagnosis by definition indicates he is less likely to pick up social cues.  To quote a behavior 

analyst, “I respect bullxxxx.” Tonight at dinner he tried to play his mother for sympathy (attention seeking) 

to not finish his meal. His unwillingness to eat his favorite dinner was transformed by a chant of “Go Sam, Go 

Sam, Go Sam.” Slowly but surely he ate his dinner. Reinforcing the behavior you want to increase is a 

challenge when your patience is severely tested, but tonight I was able to “follow the plan.” 

I know two highly respected BCBA-Ds who are blessed with a precocious daughter that does a great job 

shaping the behavior of her parents, especially her dad. It is so different to give advice rather than have to follow it. For all the BCBAs that 

read this, “how easy would it be to follow your plan if you needed to implement it?” I would challenge every BCBA to implement his/her 

plans for an hour/day (or more) before asking anyone to follow them. 

We are strong advocates for ABA services for Sam at school. There is pressure to lessen his 1:1 aide and reduce costs for the school 

district. We are fortunate to have a BCBA consultant. Ours is one of just a few families to secure this level of service in our district. Our 

plan this year is to work on executive functioning skills to lessen his need for an aide in future years (See NYSABA pre conference 

workshops to learn more about executive functioning). 

As a field, ABA needs to leverage more consumers of services to market its value, importance, and necessity. I recall many pharmaceutical 

commercials for one pill or another and how it may help my symptoms. We cannot go buy the medication being promoted directly, but 

need to ask our physician. I have yet to see the commercial to call a BCBA to help with my son’s toileting issues. ABA is still a new field 

working to establish its place in the array of choices. We need professionals and consumers to be invested in not only their advocacy, but 

also the field of ABA. 

I hope to see many consumers at the upcoming NYSABA conference. 

Blessed to be Sam’s dad, 

Dan Lesinski, Consumer Representative  

176 Route 9, Unit #913, Clifton Park, NY 12065  1   info@nysaba.org  1   www.nysaba.org 
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NYSABA thanks our generous 2013 Conference Sponsors! 

Click on the logos below to find out more about our sponsors. 

PLATINUM 

GOLD 

SILVER 

BRONZE 

http://www.summited.org/
http://www.elija.org/
http://www.springbrookny.org/
https://spectrum-atc.com/
http://www.allaboutkidsny.com/
http://www.centerforautism.com/
http://www.skillsforautism.com/
http://eden2.org/
http://www.codemetro.us/
http://www.behaviordevelopmentsolutions.com/
http://www.kelbermancenter.org/
https://access7online.com/
http://www.andersoncenterforautism.org/
http://www.fbh.com/
http://www.ensurebilling.com/
http://www.helpinghandschildren.com/
http://www.hillside.com/

